
 

750 First Street, NE, Suite 920, Washington, DC 20002  |  1 (877) 743-7323  |  RIF.org 1 

 

Shadow Scare 

 

 Julia skipped down the sidewalk. She was happy to be done with school 

for the day. She couldn’t wait to get to the playground. She was meeting her 

friends there. 

 But as Julia skipped, she noticed something. Her shadow was getting 

bigger. It was taking up the whole sidewalk.  

 Julia’s mom had told her about shadows. They changed size depending 

on the sun. When the sun is high, shadows are short. That happens in the 

middle of the day. 

 When the sun is low, shadows are longer. That happens late in the 

afternoon. Julia knew it was normal for her shadow to be long. But was it 

normal for it to be so wide? It seemed like it was growing by the minute. 

 Julia slowed down. She kept watching her shadow. It was definitely 

getting bigger. It was starting to look like something besides a girl. A 

monster? Julia shivered. 

 Julia stopped moving. But the shadow did not! It was moving faster. 

And it was growing. It took over the whole street. Its darkness covered 

everything.  

 Julia ran. She screamed.  

And the shadow kept coming.  
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. Where is Julia going when the story begins? 

a. To school 

b. Home 

c. To a friend’s house 

d. To the playground 

 

2. When are shadows short? 

a. Late in the afternoon 

b. In the middle of the day 

c. At night 

d. In the morning 

 

3. What first scares Julia about her shadow? 

a. It is getting wider 

b. It is getting longer 

c. It is shrinking 

d. It is not there 

 

4. What does the shadow do when Julia stops moving? 

a. It stops too 

b. It shrinks 

c. It moves faster 

d. It disappears 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. Where is Julia going when the story begins? 

a. To school 

b. Home 

c. To a friend’s house 

d. To the playground 

2. When are shadows short? 

a. Late in the afternoon 

b. In the middle of the day 

c. At night 

d. In the morning 

3. What first scares Julia about her shadow? 

a. It is getting wider 

b. It is getting longer 

c. It is shrinking 

d. It is not there 

4. What does the shadow do when Julia stops moving? 

a. It stops too 

b. It shrinks 

c. It moves faster 

d. It disappears 

 


