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Curious Clouds

In drawings, clouds look like they are made of cotton. But do you know
what they are really made of? Water!

Clouds are lots of tiny water drops all grouped together. The drops are
so light they can float in air. Even though they float, clouds can actually weigh
hundreds of tons.

Clouds are formed when warm air rises. The water vapor cools off. The
air turns to water drops. Clouds are made!

There are many kinds of clouds. Scientists group them based on how
high they float in the sky. Cirrus clouds are the highest. Stratus clouds are the
lowest.

Fog is a special kind of cloud that forms on the ground. Another special
kind of cloud is called an asperitas cloud. It looks like waves in the sky.

Clouds often look white. They are reflecting the sunlight. Clouds with
more water in them block the sun. They start to look dark. Then they release
the water as rain.

Sometimes during thunderstorms clouds look green. No one knows

why. It’s a cloud secret.
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Except for Mercury, every planet in our solar system has clouds. Earth is
the only planet whose clouds are made of water. Clouds on Venus are made
of sulfuric acid. Clouds on Jupiter are made of hydrogen.

Nephology is the study of clouds. There is a lot to learn about these

natural wonders. Maybe you will be a cloud expert someday!
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NAME: DATE:

1. According to the passage, what did Ethan’s grandparents always put on
Which clouds are highest?
a. Fog
b. Cirrus

Stratus

o o

Asperitas

2. Why do clouds look white?
a. They are reflecting the sun
b. They are about to release rain
c. No one knows

d. They are made of hydrogen

3. What is a nephrologist?
a. A special type of cloud
b. A cloud of Venus
c. Someone who studies clouds

d. A weather man

4. What is interesting about clouds?
a. They change colors
b. They float even though they are heavy
c. They are different shapes
d. All of the above
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Instructions for teachers:
These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage.
The item in bold is the correct answer for each question.

1. Which clouds are highest?
a. Fog
b. Cirrus
c. Stratus
d. Asperitas
2. Why do clouds look white?
a. They are reflecting the sun
b. They are about to release rain
c. No one knows
d. They are made of hydrogen
3. What is a nephrologist?
a. A special type of cloud
b. A cloud of Venus
c. Someone who studies clouds
d. A weather man
4. What is interesting about clouds?
a. They change colors
b. They float even though they are heavy
c. They are different shapes
d. All of the above
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