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Opal’s Rain Cloud 

 

When Opal woke up it was raining. In her bedroom. Actually, just over 

her bed. The rest of the room was dry.  

She looked out the window. It was sunny. But above her head it was 

wet, wet, wet. 

Opal looked up and saw the small, black rain cloud. It was hovering. 

“Why?” asked Opal. 

She walked into the hall. The rain cloud followed. “Grrr,” thought Opal. 

Her brother Eddie came out of his room. He didn’t have a rain cloud 

over his head. He had a sunbeam. 

“What is up with this?” asked Opal. She was grumpy. 

“Maybe your cloud is matching your mood,” said Eddie.  

“My mood was fine until it started raining on my head,” said Opal. 

 Opal ate breakfast with the cloud. It made her cereal extra soggy. She 

rode the bus with the cloud. The bus driver made a face at her because she 

was dripping on the floor.  

 Everyone else Opal saw had rainbows and sunbeams above their heads. 

No one had rain. But then, across the hallway, Opal saw someone else with a 

cloud. It was a snow cloud. But it would do. 

 “Hello,” said Opal to the snow cloud kid.  



 

750 First Street, NE, Suite 920, Washington, DC 20002  |  1 (877) 743-7323  |  RIF.org 2 

 

 “Hello,” he said back. “I’m Arnold.” 

 Opal wasn’t sure why the cloud had come. But she was glad that it had. 

Because it helped her to make a friend. She just hoped that tomorrow she 

would get a rainbow. 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What did Eddie have above his head? 

a. A rain cloud 

b. A snow cloud 

c. A rainbow 

d. A sunbeam 

 

2. Who is Arnold? 

a. Opal’s new friend 

b. Opal’s brother 

c. The bus driver 

d. A kid with a rainbow 

 

3. Why was Opal grumpy? 

a. Because her cereal was soggy 

b. Because it was raining on her head 

c. Because she didn’t have any friends 

d. Because Eddie was mean 

 

4. How does Opal feel about the cloud at the beginning and end of the 

passage? 

a. Good then bad 

b. Bad then good 

c. Good then good 

d. Bad then bad 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What did Eddie have above his head? 

a. A rain cloud 

b. A snow cloud 

c. A rainbow 

d. A sunbeam 

2. Who is Arnold? 

a. Opal’s new friend 

b. Opal’s brother 

c. The bus driver 

d. A kid with a rainbow 

3. Why was Opal grumpy? 

a. Because her cereal was soggy 

b. Because it was raining on her head 

c. Because she didn’t have any friends 

d. Because Eddie was mean 

4. How does Opal feel about the cloud at the beginning and end of the 

passage? 

a. Good then bad 

b. Bad then good 

c. Good then good 

d. Bad then bad 

 


