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A Natural Friendship 

 

Sometimes best friends are found in nature. And sometimes these 

friends help the environment. In Madagascar, lemurs and trees are friends. 

Their friendship helps the rainforest survive. 

Lemurs are primates. They are related to monkeys. They have striped 

tails. They look a little like raccoons.  

Lemurs live only in Madagascar. Madagascar is an island. It is located off 

the coast of Africa. 

Madagascar has a beautiful rainforest. Many plants and animals live in 

the rainforest. People get important food and medicine from the rainforest. 

But the rainforest is in danger. People are chopping down the trees. If 

the trees die, the other animals and plants will die too. 

Lemurs help the trees to live. They eat the fruit from the trees. The 

seeds from the fruit pass through their bodies and into their poop. 

  Lemurs jump from tree to tree. Their poop spreads around the 

rainforest. The seeds spread around the rainforest too. Seeds from lemur 

poop are 300 times more likely to grow into new trees than seeds without 

poop. 
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 The trees give the lemurs food. The lemurs help the trees grow. In this 

way, lemurs and trees are friends. They are saving the rainforest. Thank 

goodness for natural friendships! 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. What are lemurs? 

a. Primates 

b. Monkeys 

c. Raccoons 

d. Lemmings 

 

2. What do lemurs eat? 

a. Leaves 

b. Fruit 

c. Meat 

d. Cookies 

 

3. How do lemurs help trees? 

a. They eat their fruit 

b. They eat their leaves 

c. They spread their seeds 

d. They dig up their roots 

 

4. How does spreading the seeds help the rainforest? 

a. It makes medicine 

b. It stops people from cutting down trees 

c. It creates more lemurs 

d. It helps new trees grow 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. What are lemurs? 

a. Primates 

b. Monkeys 

c. Raccoons 

d. Lemmings 

2. What do lemurs eat? 

a. Leaves 

b. Fruit 

c. Meat 

d. Cookies 

3. How do lemurs help trees? 

a. They eat their fruit 

b. They eat their leaves 

c. They spread their seeds 

d. They dig up their roots 

4. How does spreading the seeds help the rainforest? 

a. It makes medicine 

b. It stops people from cutting down trees 

c. It creates more lemurs 

d. It helps new trees grow 

 


