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Penguin Partners 

  

 Emperor Penguins are amazing parents. The moms and dads work 

together to take care of their family. They do a lot to help their chicks survive. 

 First the mom penguin walks over fifty miles to lay her egg on solid ice. 

She is tired from the journey. Once she lays her egg, she turns around to go 

back to the sea. 

 Then the dad penguin takes over. For two months he stands in the 

freezing cold with the egg on his feet. If he drops the egg on the ice it will die. 

 The mom returns when the egg hatches. She brings food for the baby 

chick. She stays with the chick while the dad makes the long trip to the sea. 

 Months go by. The mom and dad penguins take turns going back and 

forth to the water. One brings food for the chick while the other keeps the 

chick safe. 

 The penguin parents are in a race. They have to help their chicks grow 

big enough to swim before the ice melts. They need to find enough fish to 

feed their chicks so they can grow.  

Sadly, the race is getting harder because the climate is changing. The 

ice is melting too fast for the chicks to grow. There are also less fish for the 

penguins to eat.  
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Penguins make great parents because they are partners. Each parent 

has an important role to play. The chicks need their parents to work together 

so they can survive and thrive. 
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NAME: _____________________________________ DATE: _______________ 

1. Which is the correct order of events for the mom penguin? 

a. Walks 50 miles, lays egg, goes to sea 

b. Lays egg, walks 50 miles, goes to sea 

c. Goes to sea, walks 50 miles, lays egg 

d. Walks 50 miles, goes to sea, lays egg 

 

2. Where does the dad penguin keep the egg? 

a. In the water 

b. Under his wing 

c. On his feet 

d. In a nest 

 

3. How is climate change hurting the penguins?  

a. They have to walk too far 

b. The ice is melting too quickly 

c. The temperature is too cold 

d. There are too many fish 

 

4. Which parent is more important for penguin chicks? 

a. Mom because she lays the egg 

b. Dad because he keeps the egg safe 

c. Mom because she brings back food 

d. Both are important because they are partners 
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Instructions for teachers: 

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage. 

The item in bold is the correct answer for each question. 

1. Which is the correct order of events for the mom penguin? 

a. Walks 50 miles, lays egg, goes to sea 

b. Lays egg, walks 50 miles, goes to sea 

c. Goes to sea, walks 50 miles, lays egg 

d. Walks 50 miles, goes to sea, lays egg 

2. Where does the dad penguin keep the egg? 

a. In the water 

b. Under his wing 

c. On his feet 

d. In a nest 

3. How is climate change hurting the penguins?  

a. They have to walk too far 

b. The ice is melting too quickly 

c. The temperature is too cold 

d. There are too many fish 

4. Which parent is more important for penguin chicks? 

a. Mom because she lays the egg 

b. Dad because he keeps the egg safe 

c. Mom because she brings back food 

d. Both are important because they are partners 

 


