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Banishing Bullies

Paul squirmed in his seat at the lunch table. His friend Ryan had spilled
his drink in his lap. It made it look like he wet his pants.

But that wasn’t the worst part. The worst part was that three of the
other boys were laughing at him. And they wouldn’t stop.

Paul wasn’t sure what to do. He felt bad to say it, but he was mostly just
glad they weren’t laughing at him. He tried to be helpful. He handed Ryan a
napkin. But wiping the wet spot only made it spread.

Ryan’s face was getting red. Paul could tell he was trying not to cry. The
laughing was getting louder and meaner. One of the boys called Ryan a wet-
pants baby.

Paul knew he would never treat anyone that way. But he wondered if
that was good enough? Even if he wasn’t doing something mean himself,
sitting quietly while it was happening made him feel like a rotten friend.

Paul decided to speak up.

“Hey,” he said. “It was an accident. It could have happened to anyone.”

The boys kept laughing.

“Stop it,” said Paul. “You’re being mean.”
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The boys looked away. They stopped laughing. They kept talking, but it
was quieter now. Paul thought they probably felt bad about what they had
done. But they didn’t apologize.

Ryan looked relieved. “Thanks,” he said.

“You’re welcome,” said Paul. He was proud that he had stood up for

Ryan. That’s what good friends are for.
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NAME: DATE:

1. What did the boys do when Paul asked them to stop?
a. They talked more quietly
b. They apologized

0

They called him a wet-pants baby

o

They laughed

2. Why was Paul proud that he had stood up for Ryan?
a. Because he was a rotten friend
b. Because he was uncomfortable
c. Because he was a good friend

d. Because he would never tease anyone

3. What did Paul feel bad about?
a. Not speaking up
b. Laughing at Ryan

0

Being glad that he wasn’t being laughed at
A&C

o

4. Why did Paul squirm in his seat?
a. The seat was hard and uncomfortable
b. He was uncomfortable that Ryan was being teased
c. He had spilled his drink

d. He was angry at Ryan
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Instructions for teachers:

These questions can be used to assess understanding of the reading passage.
The item in bold is the correct answer for each question.

1. What did the boys do when Paul asked them to stop?
a. They talked more quietly
b. They apologized
c. They called him a wet-pants baby
d. They laughed
2. Why was Paul proud that he had stood up for Ryan?
a. Because he was a rotten friend
b. Because he was uncomfortable
c. Because he was a good friend
d. Because he would never tease anyone
3. What did Paul feel bad about?
a. Not speaking up
b. Laughing at Ryan
c. Being glad that he wasn’t being laughed at
d. A&C
4. Why did Paul squirm in his seat?
a. The seat was hard and uncomfortable
b. He was uncomfortable that Ryan was being teased
c. He had spilled his drink

d. He was angry at Ryan
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